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Notes  on  the  Text 


1  As  Elias  Loomis’  work,  The  Descendants  of  Joseph 
Loomis ,  who  came  from  Braintree,  England ,  in  the  year 
1638,  and  settled  in  Windsor ,  Connecticut ,  in  1639 
(New  Haven:  Tuttle,  Morehouse  and  Taylor,  221  State 
Street,  1875,  Second  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged), 
makes  abundantly  clear,  nearly  all  of  those  persons  in 
America  in  1875  named  Loomis  (and  therefore  their  de¬ 
scendants  today)  are  descended  from  Joseph  Loomis  (son 
of  John  and  Agnes  Loomis,  b.  before  1590  in  Braintree, 
d.  11-25-1658  in  Windsor,  CT)  and  Mary  White  (daughter 
of  Robert  and  Bridget  (Allgar)  White  of  Messing,  Essex, 
England,  bapt.  on  08-24-1590,  d,  08-23-1652  in  Windsor, 
CT,  m.  on  06-30-1614  in  Messing,  Essex,  England,  to 
Joseph  Loomis) . 

The  line  of  descent  from  Joseph  and  Mary  Loomis  to 
Theron  Orsemus  Loomis  is  as  follows:  Joseph  Loomis  (m. 
Mary  White),  Nathaniel  Loomis  (b.  about  1626  in  Essex, 
England,  d.  08-09-1688  in  Windsor,  CT,  was  a  member  of 
the  Windsor  Troop  of  Horse  in  King  Philip’s  War,  m. 
Elizabeth  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Windsor,  CT »  in  1638 
and  who  died  in  1728,  on  11-24-1653),  David  Loomis  (b . 
01-11-1667/8  in  Windsor,  CT,  d.  01-09-1751/2  in  Wind¬ 
sor,  CT,  m.  Lydia  Marsh  Lyman,  who  was  born  10-09-1667, 
on  12-08-1692),  Aaron  Loomis  (b .  09-05-1696  in  Wind¬ 
sor,  CT,  d.  in  Torrington  in  1773,  m.  Deborah  Eggles¬ 
ton,  who  died  04-15-1783,  on  02-05-1718/9),  Ephraim 
Loomis  (b.  04-01-1731  in  Torrington,  d.  04-04-1812  in 
Torrington,  served  as  a  private  in  the  Torrington,  CT 
Regiment  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  married,  first, 
Ruth  Hofford  or  Hosford,  who  died  05-01-1764,  and, 
second,  Jane  Campbell),  Ephraim  Loomis ,  Jr .  (b .  07-12- 
1758,  d.  1824,  served  in  the  Torrington,  CT  Regiment 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  with  his  father,  m.  Jane 
Fyler,  who  was  born  12-03-1753  and  who  died  03-30-1789, 
on  10-30-1784),  Reuben  Loomis  (b .  10-09-1785  in  Tor¬ 
rington,  d.  11-10-1849  in  Pleasant  Mount,  PA.,  m. 

Sarah  Westland,  who  was  born  11-25-1789  and  who  died 
08-04-1866  in  Pleasant  Mount,  PA),  Hiram  Pease  Loomis 
(b.  12-09-1819  in  Pleasant  Mount,  PA,  d.  08-27-1900  in 
Clinton  Twp . ,  PA,  m.  Laura  Griswold,  who  was  born  07- 
07-1826  in  Clinton  Twp.,  PA,  and  who  died  03-  7  -1924 
in  Clinton  Twp.,  PA,  on  05-20-1846),  Theron  Orsemus 
Loomis  (b.  02-25-1848  in  Clinton  Twp.,  d.  11-26-1911 
in  Carbondale,  PA,  m.  Mary  Emma  Squire,  who  was  born 
09-30-1854  in  Clinton  Twp.,  and  who  died  01-20-1948 
in  Fell  Twp.,  Lackawanna  County,  PA,  on  03-24-1880.) 

The  first  of  Theron  0.  Loomis’  ancestors  to  settle 
in  Wayne  County  was  Reuben  Loomis,  who,  on  January  18, 
1817,  loaded  all  of  his  household  goods,  his  wife,  and 
their  three  sons  into  a  large  covered  wagon,  and  with 
two  yoke  of  oxen  as  motive  power,  started  from  Wind¬ 
sor,  CT,  for  Pleasant  Mount,  PA,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  away.  In  the  night  of  January  27th,  the  Reuben 
Loomis  family  arrived  in  Pleasant  Mount,  where  they 
had  a  distant  relative  whom  they  called  Uncle  Demens 
(Ichabod  Deming,  the  husband  of  Reuben  Loomis’  fa¬ 
ther’s  youngest  sister,  Rebecca  Loomis)  and  with  whom 
they  stayed  immediately  upon  their  arrival  in  that 
place.  During  that  Winter,  the  Reuben  Loomis  family 
lived  with  Daniel  Roberts,  a  widower  who  was  glad  to 
have  Mrs.  Loomis  look  after  his  children.  On  June  1, 
1817,  the  Reuben  Loomis  family  moved  into  the  house 
that  Reuben  Loomis  had,  in  the  meantime,  built  on 
the  57  acres  of  wild  land  that  he  had  purchased  in 
Pleasant  Mount  adjoining  Uncle  Demens’  farm.  For  ad¬ 
ditional  information  about  Reuben  Loomis  and  family, 
see  the  biographical  sketch  of  the  oldest  son  of  Reu¬ 
ben  Loomis  and  Sarah  Westland,  Erastus  W.  Loomis, 
that  is  given  in  History  of  Wayne ,  Pike  and  Monroe 
Counties ,  Pennsylvania  by  Alfred  Matthews  (Philadel¬ 
phia:  R.  T.  Peck  &  Co.,  1886)  on  pp.  588-590. 


2  Theron  0.  Loomis’  mother,  Laura  Griswold,  is  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  those  Griswolds  who  were  established  at 
Solihull,  Warwickshire,  England,  prior  to  1400;  specif¬ 
ically,  she  is  a  descendant  of  the  John  Griswold  who 
came  from  Kenilworth  to  Solihull  about  the  middle  of 
the  14th  century,  ultimately  acquiring  Langdon  Hall. 

The  first  of  the  descendants  of  John  Griswold  to  emi¬ 
grate  to  America  is  Michael  Griswold,  who  was  a  mason 
by  trade  and  a  yeoman  by  rank  and  who  owned  lands  in 
Wethersfield,  CT,  as  early  as  1640.  In  that  place  he 
served  as  an  assessor,  constable,  and  appraiser  of 
land  and  was  the  only  freeman  by  the  name  of  Griswold 
in  Wethersfield  in  1659.  His  wife’s  name  was  Ann. 

Laura  Griswold  traces  her  line  directly  to  Michael 
and  Ann  Griswold,  as  follows:  Michael  Griswold  (m.  Ann 

?  ),  Thomas  Griswold  (b .  10-22-1646  in  Wethers¬ 

field,  CT,  d.  1672,  m.  Mary  Howard,  who  was  born  in 
1647  and  who  died  10-29-1718),  Samuel  Griswold  (b .  12- 
15-1684  in  Wethersfield,  CT,  m.  Mary  Francis,  who  was 
born  05-26-1689,  on  03-11-1708),  John  Griswold  (b .  06- 
23-1721,  m.  ?  ),  John  Griswold  (b .  10-15-1758  in 

Norwich,  MA,  d.  10-16-1843  in  Clinton  Twp.,  Wayne 
County,  PA,  served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Amos  Rath- 
burn's  Co.  in  Major  Caleb  Hyde's  detachment  of  Mili¬ 
tia  and  in  Captain  Amos  Rathburn's  Co.  in  Col.  John 
Brown’s  detachment  of  militia  during  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War,  m.  Elizabeth  Crittenden,  who  was  born  in  1758 
and  who  died  in  1851,  on  10-  7  -1790),  Francis  J.  Gris¬ 
wold  (b.  11-14-1793  in  Norwich,  MA,  d.  09-08-1869  in 
Clinton  Twp.,  m.  Jane  Loomis,  who  was  born  03-11-1792 
in  Torrington  and  who  died  03-19-1881  in  Clinton  Twp., 
Wayne  County,  PA),  Laura  Griswold  (b .  07-07-1826  in 
Clinton  Twp.,  d.  03-  7  -1924  in  Clinton  Twp.,  m.  Hiram 
Pease  Loomis,  who  was  born  12-09-1819  in  Pleasant 
Mount,  PA,  and  who  died  08-27-1900  in  Clinton  Twp., 
on  05-20-1846. 

The  first  of  Laura  Griswold's  ancestors  to  settle 
in  Clinton  Twp.  was  John  Griswold  (1758-1843),  who, 
in  the  Fall  of  1813,  together  with  some  of  his  family, 
came  to  Clinton  Twp.  from  Torrey  Lake,  and  put  up  a 
log  cabin  on  land  adjoining  that  of  Rufus  Grinnell. 

In  January  1814,  John  Griswold  moved  his  family  down 
to  Clinton  Twp.  on  ox-sled.  See  History  of  Wayne 
County  by  Phineas  G.  Goodrich  (Honesdale,  PA:  Haines 
&  Beardsley,  1880),  p.  325. 


